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to shore and although the captains tried to prevent this they were
unable. At this juncture a barrel of powder was set afire on board the
galley Ocasion, and the men mutinied. The galleys went aground. The
galley-slaves were loosed, landed and dispersed. Captain Castaneda
took six barrels of powder and went into the fort with Mexia Mirabal.
Don Pedro Vique ordered the galleys to be burned lest the enemy
seize them and they were burned without removing the artillery,
arms or supplies which were on board.
The fort held out that day. It was evacuated that night, the
artillery being left in it. Captain Mirabal says that the governor
ordered him to (evacuate). The governor, captains and all the rest
went inland .., the enemy... in possession of Cartagena.
Captain Francis Drake, his lieutenant, vice-admiral and captains
entered into the city, entrenched and fortified themselves, and
seized and gathered up the artillery which was in this city and forts
and galleys. It was more than 50 pieces. And Francis Drake gave
his word to respect any person who might care to come into the city
to treat for its ransom.
When the governor learned this, the bishop and certain citizens
met together and considered that it would be well to ransom
Cartagena before the city should be damaged, and also the artillery
and what else they had left there; and they decided that the bishop
and governor and other private persons should go in to see Francis
Drake in this matter. This was done but without results at that time
because they offered him 25,000 ducats and the Englishman (de-
manded) 500,000.
It happened that Francis Drake had in his possession certain of
Your Majesty's royal despatches which were found in the governor's
house. They were warnings of the coming of the English; and be-
cause in them it read 'Francis Drake, corsair* he was much offended,
as though he were not a corsair. And because he had a good deal
to say on this point the bishop replied to him with much spirit and
courage in words becoming to Your Majesty's service.
Since the ransom was not arranged some days went by in which
negotiations were not resumed and the enemy burned and razed
the greater part of this city, in extent although not in number of
buildings, including part of the cathedral and monasteries. They
announced that they would not accept ransom for the artillery,
and the bishop said that he was no longer inclined to offer any
ransom at all.
Without the general (p. 7) consent of all the interested parties the
governor continued the negotiations and effected the ransom at